OHS alum hosts Oceanside
historical Web site

By JENNA TELESCA

espite living more
than 2,500 miles
away, Howie Levy
still remains close
to the place he spent his
teenage years — Oceanside.

In 2000 Levy, who graduat-
ed from Oceanside High
School with the.class of 1960,
created a Web site to promote
his 40-year reunion. The Web
site, www.1960sailors.net,
grew from there.

Today, the site includes
detailed information about
what it was like to grow up in
Oceanside in the 1950s,
including audio clips from
speeches at the 2000 and 2005 reunions, pho-
tos from around town at mid-century, an
Oceanside history, music from Levy’s time
at OHS and a host of information related to
the class of 1960. ’

“Tt’s nice to make contact with your
past,” said Levy, who now lives in Las
Vegas. “I mean it started out with what I
could remember and what I could find on
the Internet, and people sent me stuff.”

When he continued his research by
going through microfilms at a facility at
Hofstra University, Levy found old clippings
of the Oceanside Beacon, the decades-old
community newspaper that folded in 2001.
He has posted these clippings on the site.

Levy said that the site is “quite possibly
the largest collection of electronic memora-
bilia of its kind from its time ever assem-
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bled on the Web.”
His research efforts were
quite time consuming. “I
spent hundreds of hours
in the first version [of the
site],” he said. “I work on
it almost every day. It's
become a very big part of
my life — it has helped
me maintain contact
from a lot of people from
my past through e-mail.”
Out of the 500
graduates from the class
of 1960, he can reach 350
of them and 180 by e-
mail. Levy said he is
always getting e-mails
from people, and he has
devoted a part of the site
1o e-mails he receives from his former class-
mates about the “time trip” they experience
when entering the site.

“They always make me feel good,” he
said. “I like to read and reread those.”

The town Levy called home until 1963
had many names, including Christian Hook
in the 1600s, Oceanville and Ocean Side,
which was spelled with two separate words
back then.

“QOceanside was kind of newish when we
were growing up,” he said, “Now it looks
like Queens. There is always something
new being built. It looks a lot different over-
all”

The biggest change for Levy is that
Nathan’s is no longer the Roadside Rest
restaurant. “There is a Nathan's, but it is
not the same one,” Levy noted about the
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restaurant that once stood'in the parking
lot where TJ Maxx is located on Long Beach
Road. “Nathan’s was open as many hours as
we wanted to be awake,” hie said.

Levy’s Web site is dedicated to the mem-
ory of Joel Pravda, his friend from high
school who died in 1999. A link to the eulogy
Levy gave is also featured on his site.

Levy has worked as a certified public
accountant for the past 40 years and lives
with his wife Susan, from the OHS class of
1963. They have three children, ages 37 to 42.

It seems members of the class of 1960
have many formal and informal reunions
ahead of them. After Levy ran the commit-
tee for the 40-year reunion in 2000, he ran
another for a reunion in 2005. “People were
asking me when there will be a 50th,”
he said.

Comments about this story? JKellard@liher-
ald.com or 569-4000 ext. 287.
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CARVEL OPENS on Long Beach Road and Cortland Avenue in 1954.
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THE OCEANSIDE SHOPPING CENTER
on N. Long Beach Road in 1953,
about where the Oceanside Movie
Theater would be built.



